
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A NEWSLETTER ON PROMOTING EARLY LITERACY AT HOME 

lit·er·a·cy  /ˈlitə)rəsē/ noun: the ability to read and write 

 
A lot of parents get astonished when they are asked 
what they know about the term “literacy”. It is indeed 
one of those words that when spoken to in an 
educational setting like, while doing parent-teacher 
conference, that we wonder, “is there anything wrong 
with my child?.” Perhaps for parents raising their 
children in a bilingual or multilingual setting such as 
what we do at home, literacy has been a staple in 
conversations as constant questions from health 
consultants, teachers and other parents or families ask 
incessantly “wouldn’t your child/ren be confused?” 

Why is it important for us parents to know the meaning 
of literacy? Why do we need to understand how literacy 
develops? How is it different in a bilingual environment? 

This parent newsletter is intended for parents in the 
Netherlands who are raising their children in a 
bilingual/multilingual environment. Questions arise on 
the benefits of multilingual exposure and although the 
consensus of many is that it helps promote the cognitive 
development of the child, it still however give parents, 
just like me, who frequently ask, “am I doing the right 
thing? What is the right thing?” 

OUR FAMILY SCENARIO, PERHAPS THIS IS ALSO YOURS? 

Growing up in a multilingual/dialect environment myself 
(Tagalog, English and Kapampangan), I was not so 
hesitant to move to a foreign country like Indonesia to                                                                                        
practice and work as a Staff Development Specialist for 
an American franchised preschool. However, Cupid has 

other plans as shortly after, I met my husband and 
moved to the Netherlands for love.  Taking along with 
me a few belongings, my sense of accomplishment and 
hesitation and our newly born daughter, we set to move 
to the other end of the globe.  

As the world becomes borderless, relationships too 
became borderless. Families with multicultural origins 
are now common and marriage migration is becoming 
one of the topics scholars are focusing on not only 
because it has impact on migration but more so, policies 
on integration and intercultural living. My immediate 
family is a good example. My husband was born Dutch 
but his roots are half Russian and half Serbian. His older 
brother is married to a Dutch national of Afghan origin. 
The youngest sibling is based in Spain, living with a 
Spanish partner. 

Moving to a new country with different cultures, and 
especially a different language, is a difficult transition. 
Good thing we Filipinos have a knack for adapting to our 
environment. Growing up with both Filipino and English, 
it was easier for us to be mainstreamed in English-
speaking societies. But I did not foresee that at 32 years 
of age I would be adding a third language to my list. 
Compounding the challenges are issues on raising 
children as multicultural parents. We had to make 
choices on how best to raise our children in our 
multicultural family. We needed to find a way to give 
our children a cultural heritage amidst the different 
cultures in our family and in our present environment, 
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the Netherlands itself being a very mixed cultural 
environment. 

What were our considerations in raising a multilingual 
family? 

Brain research in the past few years has helped parents 
re-shape their parenting styles and strategies. What our 
own parents didn’t know about brain activity and how it 
affects the child’s development is a knowledge that we 
now have at our fingertips.  Internet, parenting books, 
psychology and self-help books are abound with the 
how to and what to when it comes to raising children in 
a multilingual environment. 

A good example of how new understanding has 
impacted on families is the use of different languages at 
home. Bilingualism or multilingualism was a big no-no in 
olden times. The old prejudice is that multilingualism 
will confuse children---who will learn neither their own 
nor the other language (s) in a proficient manner. But 
recent research has provided evidence of the opposite: 
Children who grow up multilingual in their early years 
are more perceptive and intellectually more flexible. 

Studies have proven three valuable points on language 
learning: 

 First, language development begins early. An 
infant is capable of responding to sounds even 
10 weeks before birth; infants are more 
receptive to sound than adults. The sponge-like 
capacity of the infant’s brain to distinguish the 
sound of different languages is immense. It is 
from infancy till early childhood that 
connections to the brain are rapidly made, due 
in fact to the bombardment of experiences. 

 Second, it is during the first years in life that the 
brain is in its most flexible and critical stage. 
Experts now agree that the critical period for 
native-like language skills (time in the early 
stages in life where it displays a heightened 
sensitivity to certain environmental experiences) 
ends gradually at around six or seven years of 
age. This reinforces what we know about the 
importance of early experiences. 

 Third, parents provide the means for language 
learning. Brain development information simply 
affirms much of what early childhood experts 
have been suggesting for years - the 
development of language is tremendously 
influenced by parent-child interactions. 

Taking advantage of these facts, families today are given 
an option on how best to promote language learning at 
home. For multicultural families like ours the choice was 
made for us by our composition --- my husband speaks 
Dutch, I speak English (and slowly incorporating Tagalog) 
and my in-laws speak Serbian to the children. 

It has worked wonderfully with the children getting a 
good grasp of the languages. With them going to school 
it also became apparent that their Dutch language is 
getting better and that their comprehension to the 
other languages is still quite evident. However, now that 
they are school-aged, their needs and exposure to the 
languages are different. Both my 4.6 and 5.10 year olds 
are beginning to read in Dutch now the question 
evolves, how do I help my child who is struggling to 
learn to read and write in another language? 

 

 

 

 

For a lot of families who are multicultural in nature, the 
idea of exposing children to their heritage language is 
extremely important. This also includes not just speaking 
the language but also reading and writing in that 
language. Although English is not our primary language 
in the Philippines, the decision to teach English was 
borne out of the consideration that: a. they can still 
communicate with my relatives in the Philippines in 
English, b. they would eventually be taught English 
extensively in their higher grades (grade 7) and,  c. 
although the school we enrolled them too have a 
bilingual program, the 30 minute a day exposure to 
English will not help them read and write as fluently as 
they are now learning in Dutch. For families in the same 
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situation as ours, the reason or reasons to teach 
bilingual reading and writing and to supplement it at 
home is a personal one that families need to reflect and 
decide on.   

Dr. Xiao-lei Wan in her article “Teaching Children to 
Read and Write in More Than One Orthography: Tips for 
Parents” emphasized that there are no rules on how 
many writing systems to exposed to children at the 
same time however, the ultimate measure as to assess 
continuing such decision will be based on how the 
child/ren react to the additional instruction at home and 
the progress in which they show with the additional 
writing systems.  

So what are your reasons why you would like to do 
bilingual reading and writing? 

 

THE IMPORTANCE OF PROMOTING 

EARLY LITERACY 

Whether you plan to teach reading and writing at home 
in your native language or not, the importance of 
providing early literacy opportunities at home is an 
essential factor to your child’s reading and writing 
success. Here are some big ideas when it comes to early 
literacy at home: 

BIG IDEA #1: EXAMINE YOUR 

LITERACY PRACTICES AT HOME.  

Do  the Interest Based Everyday Early Literacy Checklist.   

What activities are your child’s interests? Which 
activities do you think you can do that might be to your 
child’s interest? How do you think you can add those 
activities in your everyday routines? 

 
LITERACY-RICH MATERIALS 

Look at the checklist provided. Tick off the ones that apply to 
your home environment. Add additional items if necessary. 

 

Print-related 

 Calendars 

 Schedules 

 Job charts 

 Menus 

 Alphabet toys 

 Books 

 Labels 

 Signs 

 Others__________________________________ 
 
 Other Props and Materials 

 Cds 

 Dvd 

 Cd/dvd player 

 Headphones 

 Laptops/tablets 

 Magnetic letters 

 Modeling clay/playdough 

 Dolls/puppets 

 Dress-up materials 

 Alphabet blocks 

 Glue 

 Scissors 

 Tape 

 Stapler and staples 

 Puncher 

 Paper clips/brads/fasteners 

 Rulers 

 Stickers 

 Empty cartons (i.e. cereal boxes, packaging boxes, 
plastic bottles) 

 Others __________________________________ 
 
Writing 
 

 Pen 

 Paper 

 Markers 

 Pencils 

 Chalk 

 Stamps 

 Sponges 

 Easels 

 Paint and brushes 
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 Letter stencils 

 Papers 

 Ink pads 

 Dry-erase markers 

 Whiteboard/chalk board 

 Envelopes 

 Others ____________________________ 
Reading 

 Books 

 Maps 

 Catalogs 

 Cookbooks 

 Phone book 

 Take-out menus 

 Dictionary (also for children) 

 Magazines 

 Recipes 

 Mails 

 Flyers/Pamphlets 

 Coupons 

 Albums 

 Others______________________________ 

Valuable early literacy practices include: 

 Read,read and read! 

  Label common items 

 Point out to alphabet found in signs, billboards, 
cans, etc. 

 Play “letter hunt”   

 Make grocery lists, greeting cards, menu 

 Post message boards on your refrigeration or a 
particular wall space.  

 Provide magnetic letters and encourage them to 
spell words using the letters 

 Model reading and writing at home 

 Prepare a reading/writing corner 

 Make books and writing materials accessible 

 Share traditional rhymes, poems, songs, sayings 

 Provide books of diverse topic and that also 
provides multicultural learning 
 

BIG IDEA # 2: MAKE THE MOST 

OUT OF THE ENVIRONMENT 

Remember: Prior literacy skills are very important 
because it can transfer many of these skills to learning to 
read and write in English. A good example of this is the 
learning  of environmental print or the print of everyday 
life. 

No matter where you are opportunities for literacy 
learning is abound. It might be the stop sign at the 
corner street, the billboard pointing to McDonalds, or 
the posters about the newest cereal. Environmental 
print are the symbols, signs, numbers, and colors found 
in McDonald's, coca-cola, cereal boxes, etc. They offer 
excellent entry points in teaching beginning reading, 
writing (and yes even Math!). 

 

 

 

Resources for environmental print are: Books, 
billboards, calendars, catalogs, comics, containers, 
coupons, flyers, greeting cards, grocery stores, journals, 
labels, magazines, menus, newspapers, office supply 
packaging, posters, recipes, road signs, snack bags, 
telephone books, and websites. 

  

 

Making use of the environment means letting your child 
connect with the various print in one’s surroundings. 
Labeling materials or daily objects found can also help in 
giving a concrete connection to everyday print. These 
opportunities are important because it gives children 
the chance to “read” within the context of their 
everyday routines, interests and backgrounds. 
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BIG IDEA # 3 BE A GOOD 

ROLE MODEL                         
Literacy is also learned from parents who model 
appropriate literacy activities.  Try answering the 
following to reflect on your own literacy profile:   
(Adapted from: http://www.scribd.com/doc/5368181/My-Literacy-

Profile)  

MY LITERACY PROFILE 
Please answer the following questions as thoroughly as 
possible. Refer to specific pieces of writing you have done or 
specific books you have read whenever possible as you 
answer each question. 
 
If I had to guess, I would say I own _________(#) books. 
In the last 12 months I have read _______ (#) books 
One of my favorite books is   

My favorite author is:   

I LOVE books about   

I’m not so interested in books about   

because  

One book, or kind of book, I can’t wait to read is:   

 
I read [circle one] (a lot) (sometimes) (never) at home. 
 
My thoughts on Reading: 

 

 

 

 
 
The best thing I’ve ever written was   

I liked it because   

I like to write (check all that apply): 
 
 _______letters                 _______science reports 
 _______realistic stories _______mystery  stories 
_______poetry                  _______fantasy 
 _______persuasive         _______biography 
 _______plays                   _______ reports  
_______ editorial             _______other: 
___________________________________________________ 
 
However, the one kind of writing I liked best is   

because                                                                                                                                                                                             

The hardest part of writing for me is  

 

 

 

 
I do the following types of writing: 
 _______websites _______journal/diary _______stories  
 _______letters     _______emails              _______other 
(please specify)____________________________________ 

From the questionnaire, how do you feel about your personal 
reading and writing activities? 

BIG IDEA # 4 CONVEY 

THESE PRACTICES TO 

YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER. 

Establishing good parent-teacher rapport is important. 
Being partners in your child’s learning, it is essential that 
information on literacy opportunities at home is also 
shared with the teacher. This information gives the 
teacher a good background on literacy skills and 
trainings given and at the same time helps them 
understand the student better.  

In the same way, ask the teachers about the literacy 
activities in school. Be aware of the words used in the 
word wall or themes presented for the month. By being 
aware of these vocabulary, you can include the native 
language (English) words. This makes learning holistic 
and relevant for children. 

Another way of getting involved in the literacy practices 
is participating in DIALOGUE JOURNALS. Although 
dialogue journals are intended for teacher-student 
communication, this strategy can also be used by 
parent-child or even parent-teacher communication. 
Dialogue journals have been defined as journals “in 
which each student carries on a private written 
conversation with the teacher for an extended period of 
time” (Staton, 1988, p. 198).  These usually focus on 
topics of interests to the students or as a way to initiate 
a topic to explore interests.  
 
Dialogue journals offer a preview of the materials seen, 
heard, experienced or read. By connecting them through 
writing conversations, it helps children focus on key 
points, make further connections and hear other 
perspectives.  
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Peyton (1993) from her article “Dialogue Journals: 
Interactive Writing to Develop Language and Literacy” 
pointed out the following benefits of Dialogue Journals:  

 Extending contact time with students and 
getting to know them in a way that may not be 
possible otherwise. They can explore topics like 
student’s culture, language problems, 
adjustment issues, personal interests and even 
school procedures. 

 Management of classes with students of varying 
language, ability, and interest levels. Continual 
feedback from dialogue journals gives additional 
information to the teacher which aids in 
individualized instruction for each student.  

 Optimal language learning conditions.  Focusing 
on meaning rather than form, dialogue journals 
are more relevant to students. The feedback 
serves not only as input but also as a model for 
language form and structure. 

As students continue doing their dialogue journals, 
writing is not just improved but more importantly 
motivation and self-confidence are promoted too. 

Given the benefits of dialogue journals in school 
settings, how can we do dialogue journals at home? 
 
Elish-Piper in her article Using Dialogue Journals to 
Encourage Reading and Writing in Family Literacy 
Programs explored three ways to use dialogue journals: 
 
1. Parent teacher dialogue journal- provide daily written 
communication between parents and the teacher. A 
personal letter is sent to each parent giving the purpose 
of the dialogue journal, background information 
(teacher) and open-ended questions to stir the dialogue 
along. Questions such as: 

- What are your expectations/goals objectives in 

enrolling your child to our school? 

- What would you like to know about our 

program? 

- What would you like to know about the 

activities that we do in class? 

It can also include asking the following: what type of 
things would you like to know? 

 
2. Parent-parent dialogue journal allows families to 
engage in meaningful conversations with each other. 
The teacher helps in pairing old and new parents in the 
class taking into consideration the goals for interaction, 
the neighborhood and ages of children. It can also be 
used not only to welcome new parents but also in 
communicating activities done in class or as a means to 
provide “good model for writing and reading 
homeworks” for the parents.  
 
3. Parent-child dialogue journal provide connection of 
literacy activities from the school to the home. If the 
school doesn’t have an ongoing dialogue journal 
program (perhaps you might suggest that they do? ), 
you might want to still use a parent-child dialogue 
journal as a means to connecting with the daily events 
of your child.   Here is a sample of a parent-child 
dialogue journal:  

 
Parent-child dialogue journals can also be a means to 
capture special moments or events like a trip to the Zoo 
 
or their first boat ride. For younger children the dialogue 
journal can be in the form of a drawing board with 
mommy/daddy writing the message. 
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October 12, 1996  

Dear Dontell,  

I liked the way you cleaned upyour 

room yesterday You are a good helper 

at home. Will you help me make 

dinner tonight? Do you think we 

should make tacos or spaghetti?  

Love,                                                      

Mommy  

 

http://www.cal.org/resources/digest/peyton01.html
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http://literacy.kent.edu/cra/dialogue/dialogue.html
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Sample blank dialogue journal page: 
 

Date:___________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
How to make your parent-child dialogue journals 
successful? 
a. Focus on the positive. Do not insert negative 

comments or things you want changed. This will get  

your child feeling unmotivated to do the dialogue 

journals.  

b. Use it to connect. Have fun “talking” and asking about 

things that he/she is interested in. You can also have 

your child pick a topic to talk about. 

c. Make it personal. Add also anecdotes of how you 

were as a baby/ adolescent. Give specific life stories 

that will help your child learn you more. 

d. When possible, share these dialogues with your 

child’s teacher. 

e. Be aware of your child’s stage of writing development 

The following stages of development is taken from: 
Barclay, K. (1996). From Scribbling to “Real” Writing: 
Stages in early writing development. Head Start 
emergent literacy training guides. Macomb, IL: Western 
Illinois University.  

Scribbling 

First exploration to writing 
at the age of two. Random 
marks or scribbles occur 
on a page.  

How Adults Can Promote Scribbling: 

 Provide children with lots of blank paper, and 
many kinds of drawing and writing tools and 
media (crayons, chalk, paint, markers). 

 Invite children to talk about their writing and 
accept their responses, without criticism. 

Mock Handwriting  

Children produce wavy 
lines as they imitate 
cursive writing. Writings 
appear together with a 
page of drawings. Mock 
handwriting is also used in 
dramatic play situations. 

How Parents Can Promote Mock Handwriting:  

 Provide many opportunities for children to 
write. 

 Model conventional print on a daily basis. 
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Mock Letters  

Children make letter-
like shapes that 
resemble conventional 
alphabet letters. Mock 
letters may appear 
spontaneously around 
children's drawings.  

How Parents Can Promote Mock Letters:  

 Support children in this stage by continuing to 
provide many kinds of writing materials, 
including typewriters and computers. 

 Continue to model conventional writing. 

Conventional Letters 

Real letters of the 
alphabet begin to 
appear as children's 
mock letters become 
more and more 
conventional. The first 
letters are usually the letters in a child's name. Children 
may create strings of letters which are “read” as a 
sentence. 

How Parents Can Promote Conventional Letters:  

 Provide a classroom or home environment that 
is rich in print. 

 Point out print in the outside world to children. 
 Give children plenty of opportunities to write 

and to talk about what they have written. 
 Model writing for children. 

Invented Spelling 

At this stage children 
begin to cluster letters 
together to make 
word forms. These 
words do not look like 
or sound like “real” words.  

How Parents Can Promote Invented Spelling: 

 Point out words in the environment, particularly 
those that appear frequently. 

 Serve as a good model for writing. 
 Offer to write down the children's words to 

make cards, letters, or stories. 
 Identify the letters that a child has written. 
 Supply the child with words similar to ones 

he/she has created. 
 Ask the child to tell you what he/she has 

written. 

Approximated (Phonetic) Spellings 

Children attempt to 
spell words based on 
their growing 
awareness of letters 
and sounds, and on 
their memory of 
words they have seen repeatedly. The beginning words 
are generally written with capital letters or a 
combination of capital and lower-case letters. Children 
move from spelling words by writing the beginning 
consonant letter, to writing both the beginning and final 
letters, to writing words with a beginning, middle, and 
final letter-sound. 

How Parents Can Promote Approximated (Phonetic) 
Spellings:  

 Provide children with many correct models, 
without calling attention to their 
nonconventional spellings. 

 Help children listen for the sounds in words. 
 Use software which promotes writing to support 

children's early attempts to spell words. 

 
Conventional 
Spellings  

Children's 
approximated 
spellings gradually 
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become more and more conventional. The child's 
own name is usually written first, followed by words 
such as mom, dad, and love. 

How Parents Can Promote Conventional Spellings:  

 Be patient and continue to serve as a good 
writing model. 

 Read to children and provide them with 
simple books which contain repetitive 
phrases. 

 Answer children's questions about words. 
 Provide access to computer programs for 

writing. 

BIG IDEA # 5 SET YOUR 

EYES ON H.O.T.S. 

(HIGHER ORDER 

THINKING SKILLS) 

 
Countless of studies have shown that reading to 
children benefits not only their vocabulary but it also 
promotes Higher Order Thinking Skills (H.O.T.S.) 
namely applying, analyzing, evaluating and in 
extended reading activities, it also promotes creating. 
These are what Benjamin Bloom indicated in his 
Taxonomy of cognitive objectives. Simply put the 
taxonomy (which also includes remembering and 
understanding) reflects different forms of thinking 
from the simple to the complex. Instead of simply 

memorizing facts and ideas, Bloom’s taxonomy,  
challenges educators to engage children in higher 
levels of thinking to reach their fullest potential. But 
how does this work in the home environment? How 
can we go beyond recalling information or explaining 
ideas and concepts to our children when a lot of 
times the interaction that we have with our children 
are more on giving directions, asking them to 
remember what was told, or to memorize new 
information?  
 
a. Ask open-ended questions- questions where there 
is more to say than just “yes” or “no”. After reading a 
book, we can ask children, why did the character act 
that way? What do you think might happen next? Has 
anything happened like this to you? What do you 
think should the character do? Or if going out to a 
new place, asking children “how is this place similar 
to where we were before?” or “what do you like 
about this place?”are simple ways to encourage 
remembering, understanding, analyzing and 
evaluating. 
 
b. Ask your child about his/her day. We have now an 
ongoing routine at home where I ask our 5 year old 
daughter after picking her up from school the 
following questions: what did you do? what did you 
learn? And what question did you ask? We initially 
started with making her say 5 things she did today 
and then gradually moved to this questioning routine 
to get her to analyze her daily activities in school. It 
also encourages her to be asking questions more 
instead of just taking in information. 
 
c. Provide opportunities for decision-making. Even 
the simplest of task like asking your child which 
would he/she prefer to wear (please do follow the 
rule of providing limited options) can be a good 
exercise in evaluation. Never be afraid to ask your 
child “why?” in the choices they make. Not only does 
it give an idea of their reasoning but it also gives us a 
better picture of their preferences. For older children 
decision-making questions like “why did you choose 
this over this?” or “what changes do you think you 
need to take?” tackle both evaluating and creating 
thinking skills. 
 
d. Take a closer look at children’s play opportunities 
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and materials. Children learn a lot from the 
interactions they have with adults and with other 
children and they also learn a lot from the materials 
we provide to them. Oftentimes it is so easy to 
bombard children with toys but do we really stop and 
ask ourselves as parents, what does this toy promote 
in my child’s thinking skills? So before buying another 
toy, look at how H.O.T.S. are promoted. Toys like 
blocks, legos, Knex etc. are good toys to practice 
CREATING thinking skills. Look for toys that are also 
open-ended (meaning have potential for different 
uses). Even Jenga doubles as a family game and the 
children’s construction toy in our family. To extend 
their learning through play, we refrain from just 
asking “what was it that you made?’ but also follows 
it up on,” what do you think would happen if this 
piece goes here?” why do you say that this creation is 
a ….?” or “What makes it similar or different to the 
real one?”  
 
e. Make use of books to the fullest. 
 

 
 

(Image taken from: http://proactivewriter.com/blog/book-genres-a-list-of-every-

writer-should-know/) 

Books offer various opportunities for young learners 
to be exposed to print materials and at the same time 
builds up their vocabularies. Reading books everyday 
to children can greatly increase the number of words  
Learned and heard. Children easily learn new 
associations between the English words with the 
native language. It is very vital that reading 
opportunities are provided at home. What is also 
important is: knowing what types of books to give 
and how to enrich the reading experience through 
the guided reading and collaborative writing. 
 
What types of books to choose? 

Books Types for Young Readers (ages Birth—5) 
ABC and counting books: Fun and colorful illustrations 
of the alphabet and numbers 

Example: Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin Jr. 
and John Archambault, illustrated by Lois Ehlert 
 
Wordless picture books: A story told through pictures 
and few or no words. 
Example: Good Dog, Carl by Alexandra Day 
 
Concept books: Pictures or photos of familiar objects or 
ideas such as colors, shapes, opposites, or sizes. 
Example: Color Dance by Ann Jonas 
 
Pattern books: Repeating text and predictable plots that 
let children join in 
Example: Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by 
Bill Martin Jr., illustrated by Eric Carle 
 
Information books: Realistic pictures or photographs 
that introduce facts about a specific topic 
Example: Bugs by Nancy Winslow Parker and Joan 
Richards Wright 
 
Traditional rhymes and stories: Nursery rhymes, fairy 
tales, fables, and folktales from various cultures 
Example: The Little Red Hen by Byron Barton 
 
Picture books: Words and pictures that tell a story 
about realistic or imaginary characters and events  
Example: Abuela by Arthur Dorros, illustrated by Elisa 
Kleven 
 
Poetry: One or several illustrated poems for young 
children 
Example: Honey, I Love by Eloise Greenfield, illustrated 
by Jan Spivey Gilchrist 
 
Easy-to-read books: Limited vocabulary, rhyme, and 
repetition for beginning readers 
Example: The Foot Book by Dr. Seuss                        
Source: Read with Me, a RIF Parent-Teacher 
Partnership 

 
 
How to do guided reading? 

a. Select material that is relevant and 

interesting to your child. 

b. Model fluent reading aloud. 
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c. Provide detailed voacabulary instruction by doing 

text analysis and locating the unknown words or 

vocabulary. Decode by : 

 identifying phonetic patterns (Consonant-

Vowel-Consonant words like bat, mat, cat 

present?)  and, 

 high-frequency words (refer to Dolch words 

list, Fry sight words, or the Magic 100 words) 

d. Teach word structure (for example synonyms and 

antonyms present in the material).  

e. Focus on cultural background information   

(items that are relevant to ones culture/heritage).  

f. Promote reading comprehension by focusing on 

text structures (example compare and contrast, 

sequencing of ideas and predicting). 

How to do collaborative writing? 
Collaborative text writing can be done after book 
reading activities at home. This strategy can easily be 
used in books that have specific patterns like “Brown 
bear, Brown Bear what do you see?”. Together with 
your child generate modifications to this text. Create 
a new story based on the new lines.  Have your child 
make the illustrations and sequence the newly 
created storyline. Let them read their new book. 
 
Books are also a good tool to promote transformative 
education.  Transformative education as defined by 
Flor Ada and Campoy in their book Authors in the 
Classroom, seeks the emancipation of the individual 
as an instrument for social liberation and the 
attainment of equity, inclusion, justice and peace. 
Personal and cultural identity are given emphasis. 
Examples of activities given by Ada and Campoy are 
the creation of self-published books on the topics: 

a.  “I am”book 

b. “Where I came from” book 

c. “A Person in my Life” 

Some of benefits of self-published books are: 

 They invite self- reflection and build self-esteem 

 Lead to deeper understanding of everyday life. 

  Promote the validation of life experiences and 

our history, making us remember important 

memories 

 Facilitate understanding of others, bridging 

cultural differences. 

 Contribute to creating a print-rich environment 

in our schools, classrooms, and homes of our 

students. 

 Provide an opportunity for children and their 

parents to engage in meaningful, lasting 

experiences. 

 And, of course, these books will have a definite 

effect in enriching students’ vocabulary and 

improving students’ literacy and writing skills.  

f. Motivate and encourage but first put a spin to 

praises. Alfie Kohn in his article “Five Reasons To 

Stop Saying Good Job” mentioned that we should 

avoid creating praise junkies by repeatedly saying 

“good job” to our children. His take on praise did 

raise debates on a society that is fixed with 

rewards and punishments.  As parents it is always 

your discretion how to show appreciation to your 

children’s efforts and how to motivate them. A 

good list of alternatives to say instead of  praising 

can be read at Dr. Laura Markham’s post on “What 

to Say Instead of Praising.” Following in the 

footsteps of one of my favorite blogs, Handsfree 

Mama, we also have 5 special words that we say to 

the children when they go create things, read, 
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Given all these reflect on the following:                                 

How does a literacy rich environment look like?  

What do you hear in a literacy rich environment? 

How does a literacy rich environment feel? 
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write, or talk about new experiences and 

understanding, we love to say “I love how you 

think.”  


